494                 LETTERS OF T. E. LAWRENCE

283: TO S. L. NEWCOMBE1
10. 3. 26.

My Lord Duke, It is time for you to change your name once
more. In 1920 Lawrence was current. In 1921 our names
became Ross. In 1923 we changed to Shaw. What shall we
become next year?

Hurry up and learn to read. I have written a book: a long book.
One copy is to go to your father, since it says rude things about
his face and character. One copy is to go to you: so that you
shall know what your father is like. Your mother is not to have a
copy. She knows more than that already. It is time for me to stop
writing. Your worm                                                             SHAW

This letter is intended for S. L. Newcombe, Esq. though I
don't believe he can yet read writing.2

284: TO EDWARD GARNETT
Tuesday 6. 4. 26
Your letter3 has interested me much: though you vitiate your
thinking by the assumption that books are meant to be read.
They are to be written only.
The abridgement is better than the complete text. Half a
calamity is better than a whole one. By excising heights and
depths I have made a balanced thing: yet I share your difficulty
of seeing the shorter version's real shape across the gaps.
Specific points.
(i) The ending. I was overpersuaded to stop on page 644,
The natural place is after 'sun', on line 35 of page 635. It fulfils
your demands for balance and reflection and sordidness among
the triumphs. Pages 632 and 633 are the philosophic climax of
the narrative.
If you will consider anew, and approve this new FINIS, will
1 Son of Colonel S F. Newcombe then aged six.   See Letter No. 120.
* This sentence is in ordinary script: the rest in block capitals.
3 Edward Gametes letter was a criticism of Lawrence's abridgement, afterwards pub-
lished as Re*uob in the Desert*